 CIVICS SYLLABUS

1. Tests- Approximately 100 points each.  Test will consist of short answer, matching, true or false, multiple choice and essay questions at the end of each section.

2. Lecture Quizzes- 10-30 points will be every Wednesday.  
3. Letters to Officials- 50 points each.  As the semester progresses you will actively participate in government by writing two letters (e-mails) to public officials.

· The letters should be addressed to the proper official.

· The letters should discuss a current issue that you believe needs to be looked into more vigorously by said official.

· The letters should include a solution to the issues you have chosen to write about.

· Extra Credit will be given to those of you who receive a reply back from the official.  Proof of the reply must be shown to receive the extra credit.
4. Projects-  Points will vary by assignment. 
5. Constitution- In order to fulfill district and state graduation requirements students must pass three sections: The Flag Code, The Illinois Constitution and The U.S. Constitution.  Students must pass each section in order to fulfill the graduation requirements.  It is possible to pass the class without fulfilling the constitutional requirements and it is possible to pass the Constitution section without passing the class.  However, in order to graduate from Valmeyer High School students must pass both the class and the constitutional portion of the class. 

6. Participation- at the end of the semester positive participation throughout the semester will be cause for grade review by the instructor.  Negative or no participation will cause the instructor to only calculate points in the grade book.

7. Current Event Quizzes- 10-20 points.  Every Friday, there will be a quiz over the week’s national and international news once the Constitution section is over.  Information can be best obtained by watching the Nightly News at 5:30 pm.  We will vary each week between CBS, NBC and PBS (PBS you only have to watch the first 30 minutes) in order to see different perspectives on the same stories.  Currently, the nightly news is available after 8pm each night.  I suggest visiting the websites and learning how to use the site efficiently.  *Personally there will be times where I am unable to watch the Nightly News at 5:30, so I will be using both as my primary news sources.
8. News presentations- 30 points each.  Working in tandem with item #7 assigned students will give a five-minute overview (no less than four minutes/no more than 7 minutes or points will be deducted) of the preceding night’s news.  Furthermore, presenter’s must create a news summary for classmates.  No more than 20 words per news story will be allowed.  These news summaries will be allowed during current event quizzes.
9. Semester Exam- Will be based upon school district policy.

“IF A NATION EXPECTS TO BE BOTH IGNORNANT AND FREE IN A STATE OF CIVILIZATION, IT EXPECTS WHAT NEVER WAS AND NEVER WILL BE.”

-THOMAS JEFFERSON
